Unit 1.

TEXT. EUROPEAN COMMUNITY.

The European Union (EU) is a supranational and intergovernmental union of 27 states with its total population about 500 million people. There are 23 official and working languages within the Union. Citizens of EU member states are also EU citizens: they directly elect the European Parliament, once every five years. They can live, travel, work, and invest in other member states (with some restrictions on new member states). Passport control and customs checks at most internal borders were abolished by the Schengen Agreement.

The European Union is governed by a number of institutions, these primarily being the European Commission, the Council of the European Union, the European Court of Justice, and the European Parliament.

The European Commission acts as an executive or Civil Service. It is currently composed of one member from each state and is responsible for drafting all proposed law, a duty on which it maintains a monopoly in order to co-ordinate European Law. It also controls some agencies and the day-to-day running of the Union. Its president is nominated by the European Council then elected by the Parliament.

The Council of the European Union (also known as the Council of Ministers) forms one half of the Union's legislative branch (the other being the Parliament). It is composed of the respective national ministers. The body's presidency rotates between the member-states every 6 months, though the current president member-state cooperates with the previous and future president member-state, to provide continuity.

The European Parliament is the only Union body composed of officials directly elected on European issues. Every 5 years citizens in all member-states vote for 751 «MEPs» who form the second half of the Union's legislative branch. Seats are distributed among the European Union member states based on their respective populations. Its members sit according to political groups rather than nationality and its president is elected by its members.

The judicial branch of the Union consists primarily of the European Court of Justice composed of one judge nominated by each member-state with the president elected from among those nominees. Below the Court of Justice there is a lower court called the Court of First Instance created to lift some of the work load of the Court of Justice. There is also the European Court of Auditors which monitors the Union's accounts.

There is no official European capital, with institutions spread across a number of cities. However, Brussels is often considered the de facto capital as it hosts most of the primary institutions, including the Commission and the Council. The Parliament also has its second seat in the city. Strasbourg is the official seat of the European Parliament, meeting there for twelve week-long plenary sessions each year. Luxembourg City plays host to the Secretariat of the European Parliament as well as the European Court of Justice, the Court of First Instance and the European Court of Auditors.

EU law covers only member states themselves. Where a conflict arises between EU law and the law of a member state, EU law takes precedence, so that the law of a member state must lose effect. Both the provisions of the Treaties, and EU regulations are said to have "direct effect" horizontally.

The other main legal instrument of the EU, «directives», have direct effect, but only «vertically». Private citizens may not sue one another on the basis of EU directives, since these are meant to be addressed to the member state. Directives allow some choice for member states in the way they translate a directive into national law. Once this has happened citizens may rely on the law that has been implemented. They may only sue the government «vertically» for failing to implement a directive correctly.

1. Exercises:
2. Подставьте английские словосочетания к их русскому переводу, пользуясь электронным словарем.
1) Supranational

1.
чередовать(ся); сменять(ся) по очереди 

2) customs check

2.
преследовать судом; подавать в суд, 






возбуждать иск

3) internal borders

3.
обеспечивать преемственность 

4) Schengen Agreement
4.
наднациональный


5) European Court of Justice (ECJ)
5.
1) кандидат, предложенный на 







какую-л. должность; 2) 








номинант, претендент, 









соискатель accounts 1) 









бюджет; 2) счета; расходы 
6) Civil Service

6.
таможенный досмотр 

7) Presidency


7.
принимать гостей, выступать в роли 






принимающей стороны 
8) Rotate


8.
внутренние границы

9) provide continuity

9.
пленум; пленарное заседание 
10) nominee


10.
Шенгенский договор, 1985 (Соглашение 






«О постепенной отмене проверок на 






общих границах»; подписано в городке 






Шенген (Люксембург)

11) host



11.
иметь преимущественное значение, 






превосходить по важности 
12) plenary session

12.
Европейский суд 
13) take precedence

13.
утратить юридическую силу 
14) lose effect


14.
аппарат международных организаций 
15) sue



15.
директива, предписание, руководящие






разъяснения 
16) directive


16.
1) президентство, обязанности 







президента; 2) председательство; 







обязанности председателя 
3. Дайте письменный перевод текста «European community», пользуясь электронным словарем.
Unit 2.
TEXT.THE US ATTORNEY.
In order to practice law in the USA, one must first be «admitted to the bar» in an individual state. This entails passing the state bar exam. The bar exam covers the law particular to that state and is approximately 6 hours in length. Thus attorneys in America are licensed to practice only in their home states. If they wish to practice in another state, they must fulfill that state's requirements - such as taking test on the specific features of that state's law (a part of the bar examination) before they can practice. Fortunately, there are some states that have reciprocity agreements when two or more states honor each other's rights or privileges, such as practicing law.

Generally, state bar examiners require evidence of three qualities in exam candidates: sufficient general education at the undergraduate level; sufficient US legal education; and sufficient knowledge of local bar requirements. Each state bar administration sets its own criteria for permission to sit the state bar exam.

In addition to the state bar exam, almost all states also require the Multistate Bar Exam (MBE). The MBE covers general legal knowledge in areas such as contracts, torts, constitutional law, criminal law, evidence and real property. It is a 6-hour, multiple choice exam made up of 200 questions.

A typical second day of testing includes series of timed essay exams on a variety of subjects. This portion may be comprised of two other multistate exams: the Multistate Essay Exam (MEE) and the Multistate Performance Test (MPT).

Part of the licensing process involves the assessment by bar examiners of an applicant’s character and fitness to engage in the practice of law. Currently, most states also require law students to pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE). The MPRE tests knowledge of the American Bar Association codes on professional responsibility and judicial conduct. The MPRE is a 2-hour, multiple-choice exam.

Upon admission to practice, an attorney is licensed to serve as both advocate and legal counselor. There is no division of the profession between barristers and solicitors, as in England.

At the same time on the federal level there exists the American Bar Association (ABA), which was founded in August 21, 1878 as a voluntary national organization of the legal profession. The activities of the association include maintenance of high ethical standards for the profession. The most current version of these standards, the Model Rules of Professional Conduct, was adopted in 2000.

The American Bar Association also accredits law schools under the authority of state high courts and the United States Department of Education, and according to standards developed by the association. Policies of the association are determined by a house of delegates representing the legal profession and administered by a board of governors. The ABA holds an annual meeting, which is the largest annual gathering of lawyers in the world, and is attended by approximately 12,500 international lawyers.

1. Exercises:

2. Подставьте английские словосочетания к их русскому переводу, пользуясь электронным словарем.
1) cover


1.
уровень начальной стадии 








высшего образования 

2) in length

2.
функциональный тест 

3) reciprocity agreement
3.
включать, содержать, охватывать 

4) honor


4.
сдавать экзамен 

5) examiner

5.
совет управляющих

6) undergraduate level
6.
профессиональная ответственность


7) sit an exam

7.
общий для определенного количества 






штатов 

8) multistate

8.
продолжительностью 

9) multiple-choice exam
9.
палата депутатов

10) essay exam

10.
кодекс; система правил (поведения, 






чести, морали и т. д.)

11) performance test
11.
экзамен, представляющий 








возможность выбора из 








предоставленных ответов

12) professional responsibility
12.
соглашение, основанное на 








взаимности

13) code


13.
уважать, соблюдать

14) judicial conduct
14.
беспристрастное поведение, поведение 






юриста

15) current

15.
сочинение-рассуждение

16) accredit

16.
современный, популярный, широко 






распространенный

17) house of delegates

17.
признать высшее учебное заведение 






правомочным выдавать дипломы и 






присваивать учёные степени 

18) board of governors
18.
экзаменатор, эксперт 

2.
Дайте письменные ответы на вопросы по тексту, взяв за ответ предложения из текста.

1) What must a person do if he wishes to practice law in the USA?
2) How may reciprocity agreements between states be connected with legal profession?
3) What qualities of candidates are evaluated by state bar examiners?
4) What areas does the MBE cover general legal knowledge in?
5) What does the MPRE tests knowledge code on?
6) How long does the MPRE last?

7) What activities does the ABA carry out?
8) How are the policies of the ABA determined and administered?
3.
Решите истинны или ложны эти утверждения, исходя из информации, представленной в тексте «The US attorney». Поставьте T (true), если истинны, F (false), если ложны.
1) In order to practice law in the United States, one must be admitted to the ABA.

2) The criteria for permission to sit the state bar exam are the same all over the USA.

3) The state bar exam in most states is also known as the Multistate Bar Exam.

4) America has the same division of the profession between barristers and solicitors, as in England.

4. The ABA holds an annual meeting, which is the largest annual gathering of lawyers in the world.
5. Подставьте глаголы к их определениям на английском языке, пользуясь электронным словарем.
to administer
to admit

to argue
to compel
to disclose
to educate

to practice

to qualify
to regulate
to represent
to require

to sue

1) to allow somebody to become a member of a club, a school, or an organization;

2) to be a member of a group of people and act or speak on their behalf at an event, a meeting, etc.; to make a formal statement to somebody in authority to make your opinions known or to protest;

3)
to control something by means of rules;

4)
to force somebody to do something; to cause a particular reaction; to make something necessary;

5) to give reasons why you think that something is right / wrong, true / not true, etc., especially to persuade people that you are right;

6) to give somebody information about something, especially something that was previously secret;

7) to make a claim against somebody in court about something that they have said or done to harm you; to formally ask for something, especially in court;

8) to manage and organize the affairs of a company, an organization, a country, etc.; to make sure that something is done fairly and in the correct way;

9) to demand that sb should do, have or be sth, especially because it is their duty or responsibility; to make somebody do or have something, especially because it is necessary according to a particular law or set of rules;

10) to reach the standard of ability or knowledge needed to do a particular job, for example by completing a course of study or passing exams;

11) to teach somebody over a period of time at a school, university, etc.;

12) to work as a doctor, lawyer, etc.; to do an activity or train regularly so that you can improve your skill.
UNIT 3.

Text. LAW FIRM.
A law firm is a business entity formed by one or more lawyers to engage in the practice of law. The primary service provided by a law firm is to advise clients (individuals or corporations) about their legal rights and responsibilities, and to represent their clients in civil or criminal cases, business transactions and other matters in which legal assistance is sought.

Smaller firms tend to focus on particular specialties of the law (e.g. patent law, labor law, tax law, criminal defense, personal injury); larger firms may be composed of several specialized practice groups, allowing the firm to diversify their client base and market, and to offer a variety of services to their clients.

Law firms are organized in a variety of ways, but common arrangements include:

· sole proprietorship, in which the lawyer is the law firm and is responsible for all profit, loss and liability;

· general partnership, in which all of the lawyers in the firm equally share ownership and liability;

· limited liability partnership, in which the lawyer-owners are partners with one another, but no partner is liable to any creditor of the law firm nor is any partner liable for any negligence on the part of any other partner;

· limited liability company, in which the lawyer-owners are called «members» but are not directly liable to third party creditors of the law firm.

In many countries, including the United States and the United Kingdom, there is a rule that only lawyers may have an ownership interest in, or be managers of, a law firm. Thus, law firms cannot quickly raise capital through initial public offerings on the stock market, like most corporations. The rule was created in order to prevent conflicts of interest.

Lawyers are paid for their work in a variety of ways. In private practice, they may work for an hourly fee, a contingency fee (usually in cases involving personal injury), or a lump sum payment if the matter is straightforward. Normally, most lawyers negotiate a written fee agreement up front and may require a non-refundable retainer in advance. In many countries there are fee-shifting arrangements by which the loser must pay the winner's fees and costs.

Lawyers working directly on the payroll of governments, nonprofits, and corporations usually earn a regular annual salary. In many countries lawyers can also volunteer their labor in the service of worthy causes through an arrangement called pro bono (for the common good). Traditionally such work was performed on behalf of the poor, but in some countries it has now expanded to many other causes like the natural environment.

1. Exercises:

2. Подставьте английские словосочетания к их русскому переводу, пользуясь электронным словарем.
1) engage in


1.
«конфликт интересов», 








злоупотребление положением в 







личных целях»

2) business transaction
2.
соглашение об оплате услуг 

3) specialty = speciality
3.
простой, ясный, понятный

4) composed


4.
фондовый рынок, рынок ценных 







бумаг

5) diversify


5.
предварительно, авансом, вперёд 

6) client base


6.
привлекать капитал, 









мобилизовывать средства 

7) raise capital


7.
невозмещаемый 










предварительный гонорар 








адвокату 

8) stock market

8.
клиентская база, клиентура 

9) conflict of interest

9.
практика оплаты судебных 








издержек проигравшей стороной

10) straightforward

10.
диверсифицировать, 









разнообразить, 










дифференцировать 

11) fee agreement

11.
в списочном составе, из фонда 







заработной платы 

12) up front


12.
сборный, составной 

13) non-refundable retainer
13.
некоммерческая компания 

14) fee-shifting arrangement
14.
специализация, 










специализированная услуга

15) on the payroll

15.
предлагать (свою помощь, услуги) 







бесплатно; вызваться 









добровольно; добровольно взять 







на себя что-л.

16) nonprofit


16.
деловая операция, 









коммерческая сделка

17) volunteer


17.
благое дело, социально-значимое 







дело 

18) worthy cause

18.
заниматься, иметь дело 

2.
Дайте письменные ответы на вопросы по тексту, взяв за ответ предложения из текста. На вопросы 1 и 2 дайте краткий ответ «Да», «Нет».
1) Is there any limitation with regard to the number of lawyers who may establish a law firm?

2) Does the size of a law firm reflect the range of services it may provide?

3) Who may have an ownership interest in a law firm? Why is it so?

4) What are the kinds of fees for legal services?

5) What does a fee-shifting arrangement stipulate?

6) Who in legal profession usually earns a regular annual salary?

3.
Решите истинны или ложны эти утверждения, исходя из информации, представленной в тексте «The US attorney». Поставьте T (true), если истинны, F (false), если ложны.
1) Only corporations may seek for advice of a law firm.

2) A law firm may be organized either as a sole proprietorship or a partnership.

3) Any citizen of a particular age and compos mentis may have an ownership interest in, or be a manager of, a law firm.

4) As a rule law firms raise their capital through regular public offerings on the stock market.

5) In many countries lawyers are prohibited to volunteer their labor. 

6) In private practice lawyers work on the payroll of the government. 

7) A lump sum payment is a common arrangement for work being performed on behalf of the poor.

TEST II.
I. INTRODUCTION TO LAW: BASIC TERMS

Part A

The following terms introduce you to the law and basic legal terminology. Below are the definitions. Match the definition with each term.
1. members of the legal profession




a) prosecutor
2. to rule a society and control the behaviour of its members

b) govern
3. the branch of law dealing with crime




c) barrister
4. person who institutes a criminal case




d) defendant
5. person who makes a claim in a civil case



e) solicitor
6. panel of 12 people who decide 

whether the accused committed a crime




f) criminal law
7. lawyer who presents a case to a higher court



g) lawyers
8. lawyer who advises clients





h) plaintiff
9. person against whom a civil case is brought



i) contract
10. a legal agreement between two or more parties



j) jury

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Part B

The words in this exercise are used a lot in the legal profession.Choose the right variant.

1. A case which is being heard by a committee, tribunal or court of law.

A) judiciary B) legislation C) pupilage D)hearing 

2. To find that someone is guilty of a crime.

A) convict B) fine C) prosecute D) accuse

3. Failure to carry out the terms of an agreement.

A) hearing B) breach C) arrest D) prosecute

4. To ask a high law court to change its decision or sentence.

A) accuse B) arrest C) fine D)appeal 

5. To say that someone has committed a crime.

A) accuse B) arrest C) fine D) commit

6. A legal agreement between two or more parties.

A) prosecution B) contract C) damages D) defence

7. A group of 12 citizens who decide whether or not someone is guilty in a trial.

A) solicitors B) judges C) jury D) barristers

8. A written or spoken statement of facts which helps to prove or disprove something at a trial.

A) evidence B) agreement C) legislation D) pupilage

9. To order someone to pay money as a punishment.

A) fine B) arrest C) commit D) convict 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


II. TYPES OF COURTS

Courts can be distinguished with regard to the type of cases they hear. Choose the right type of court according to the explanation of what happens there.

1.
This is where cases involving a limited amount of money arehandled.

A) moot court B) high court (or supreme court) 

C) lower court (or court of first instance) D) small-claims court 

2.
This is where serious criminal cases are heard by a judge and ajury in the UK.

A) crown court B) court of Justice of the European Communities

C) court (or supreme court) D) lower court (or court of first instance)

3.
This is where a group of specially chosen people examine legalproblems of a particular type, such as employment disputes.

A) high court (or supreme court) B) lower court (or court of first instance) 

C) appellate court (or court of appeals. appeals court) D) tribunal 

4.
This is usually the highest court in a jurisdiction, the court oflast resort.

A) small-claims court B) magistrates' court 

C) high court (or supreme court) D) lower court (or court of first instance)

5.
This court can overrule all other courts on matters of Community law.

A) court of Justice of the European Communities B) moot court 

C) crown court D) lower court (or court of first instance)

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	


III. PEOPLE IN THE LAW
Complete these paragraphs withwords or expressions from the box.

Judges:

a) appointed
b) misconduct

c) Parliament

d) political

e) practise

f) Recorders

g) solicitor

In England, judges are 1) ******* by the Lord Chancellor*. The minimum requirement is that one should be a barrister or 2) ******* of ten years' standing. The majority of judges are barristers, but they cannot 3) ******* as barristers. 4) ******* are practising barristers who act as judges on a part-time basis. The appointment of judges is not a 5) ******* appointment, and judges remain in office unless they are found guilty of gross 6) *******. Judges cannot be Members of 7) *******. **

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a
	g
	e
	f
	d
	b
	c


The jury:

a) accused
b) biased
c) challenged

d) criminal

e) electoral register
f) eligible
g) inquests

h) jurors

i) libel

j) verdict
k) jury service

Juries are used in 1) ******* cases, and in some civil actions, notably actions for 2) *******. They are also used in some coroner's 3) *******. The role of the jury is to use common sense to decide if the 4) ******* should be for or against the 5) *******. Members of a jury (called 6) *******) normally have no knowledge of the law and follow the explanations given to them by the judge. Anyone whose name appears on the 7) ******* and who is between the ages of 18 and 70 is 8) ******* for 9) *******. Judges, magistrates, barristers and solicitors are not eligible for jury service, nor are priests, people who are on bail, and people suffering from mental illness. People who are excused jury service include members of the armed forces, Members of Parliament and doctors. Potential jurors can be 10) ******* if one of the parties to the case thinks they are or may be 11) *******.

* The Lord Chancellor is the member of the British government and of the cabinet who is responsible for the administration of justice and the appointment of judges in England and Wales. At the time this book was published, the role of Lord Chancellor was to be abolished and his / her role assumed by the Secretary of State for Constitutional affairs.

** Note that in the USA, state judges can be appointed by the state governor or can be elected; in the federal courts and the Supreme Court, judges are appointed by the President, but the appointment has to be approved by Congress.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


IV. VOCABULARY: COMPANY LAW

These sentences deal with company formation and management. In each case, choose the correct word or phrase to complete them.

1. The constitution of a company a) comprises b) consists c) contains of two documents.

2. The memorandum of association a) states b) provides for c) sets up the objects of the company and details its authorised capital.

3. The articles of association contain a) arguments b) provisions c) directives for the internal management of a company.

	1
	2
	3

	
	
	


V. LABOUR LAW
Arrange the paragraphs(a-e) to make the whole text «LABOUR LAW».
Labour law is the body of laws, administrative rulings, and precedents which address the legal rights of, and restrictions on, working people and their organisations. As such, it mediates many aspects of the relationship between trade unions, employers and employees. 

In general, there are two broad categories of labour law. First, collective labour law relates to the three-party relationship between employee, employer and union. It mostly concerns the inequality of bargaining power between employers and workers.

Second, individual labour law concerns employees' rights at work and conditions and terms of employment.

The basic feature of individual labour law is that the rights and obligations of the worker and the employer between one another are mediated through the contract of employment between the two. Many terms and conditions of the contract are however implied by legislation or common law, in such a way as to restrict the freedom of people to agree to certain things in order to protect employees, and facilitate a fluid labour market.

Thus employees have certain rights enforceable by law:

•
the right of fair treatment regardless of age, race, religion, gender, or disabilities;

•
the right to equal treatment, also with regard to wages;

•
the right not to be dismissed without proper cause and the correct procedures;

•
the right not to be dismissed for giving birth to a child;

•
the right for compensation when employees are retrenched.

a)
The central concept in collective labour law is «collective bargaining» which means negotiations between employers and employees(who are usually represented by a labor union) about terms and conditions of employment.

b)
According to collective labour law a trade union may be defined as a combination of workmen whose principal object is collective bargaining. As everyone knows, the legal control of trade unions is the subject of political debate. The pivotal questions are concerned with creation, recognition and de-recognition of a trade union.

c)
The bargaining process is concerned with matters relating to working conditions: i.e. wages, working hours, job security, safety regulations, extended vacations, educational and maternity leave, housing, health insurance, unemployment compensation, and perhaps most important, carefully monitored grievance procedures to protect workers against any arbitrary action. Any or all of these may be the subject of consideration. When agreement cannot be reached, a union may conduct a strike against the employer.

d)
Besides representatives of management and trade unions, private mediators and government officials sometimes participate in collective bargaining, especially when a major or vital industry is involved. Collective bargaining, which began in Great Britain in the 19th century, is now a crucial part of the labor union movement and an accepted practice in many industrial nations.

e)
Legal immunities of trade unions currently include:

· protection against action for conspiracy;

· protection for peaceful picketing;

· provision prohibiting any court from ordering someone to work;

· protection for persons inducing breaches of contracts of employment in contemplation or furtherance of a trade dispute.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	


