TEXT B. PUMPED STORAGE PLANTS
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Pumped storage plants are designed and built to reinforce nuclear
power. There are energy load peak hours during the day when twice as
much electricity is required. At present the problem has become interna-
tional.

It would seem a simple solution to keep several generating units in
reserve for such cases at atomic power plants, for example. However, a
ouclear reactor cannot be stopped at will. The best operational regime
for reactors is even loads throughout twenty-four hours. Therefore it is

e to operate atomic power plants in combination with pumped storage
Plants,

During the peak load hours a plant of this type dumps its water in the
So<alled lower reservoir. At night when it gets excess electricity from the
Slomic power plant it pumps the water from the lower reservoir into

¢ Upper one as “pumped storage”. It accumulates a head of water
then tums into energy during the peak load hours.

The total capacity of pumped storage plants throughout the world is
Ung of millions of kilowatts. The biggest plants have been built in the
mwd_s}ates, such as the Ludington atomic station with the capacity of

Million 872 thousand kilowatts.
a Z‘:" are planning to construct a 1.2 million kw pumped storage plant
Borsk near Moscow.
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